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Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii) 
which is virtually endemic to the Bendigo Region. 
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COVER PHOTO - Acacia mitchellii, an attractive small wattle which occurs. 
naturally a little to the south of the Bendigo area. Normally grows to the 
height of one metre and has a dainty fern-like foliage. Flowers Dec. to Feb. 
Photographed by Tom Patullo. aT 


Cover design: Graham Hill. Cover Printed by Bendigo fare ‘Press. 
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(ryped a ertineiais are pherenredst but if this is not possible, then 
nlease make. every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing.) - 
Articles from Whirrakee may be. reproduced, but permission should be sought 
from the Bendigo Field Naturalists as and acknowledgment given to the 
author and the club. 

All back numbers except Vol. 3(10) are available, at a cost of 50 cents 
each. Complete sets of Vols. 1, 2, and 4 can be supplied at a cost of 
$5.00 per volume. (Postage is not included in the above prices.) 
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IN CORPORAT ICN 

It is very pleasing to be able to report that the postal ballot as to 
whether the B.F.N.C. should incorporate or not was carried by an 
overwhelming majority of the 64% of members who responded, There were 125 
"yes" votes, and 3 "no" votes. The number of "yes" votes exceeded by a 
very clear cut margin the "more than 50% of the membership" required by 
the Associations Incorporation Act 1981. The new Committee has now begun 
the preparation of the formal application. 


40th ANNIVERSARY, 1985 


As part of the 40th Anniversary celebrations, it is planned to have a 

member's slide night, for which the theme will be club members and activities 
through the years. It would be especially appreciated if our older members 
could search out slides of campouts and excursions from the club's earlier 
years. Many of the photos taken then were probably black and white. If 
members would be willing to lend such photos to the 40th Anniversary Committee 
(chaired by Rob Watkins), before the end of this year, then black and white 
slides could be made in good time to add to the showing. 


PLEA FOR ADDI? IONAL TYPING BACK UP 


The need to complete last month's Whirrakee a week earlier than usual caused 
some real difficulties. Our regular typist, Diane Hill, was on holidays, and 
special thanks are due to Victoria Fyffe, who had volunteered to type the 
September issue, but found the volume of typing cutting greatly into time. 
she had planned to spend preparing teaching material for school. A work 
commitment took me to Melbourne at the critical stage, and Rod and Victoria 
had to take over the final editing, for which I am very grateful. The main 
point to emerge from this little tale of woe is the need for an increased 
pool of typists to be able to call on. Surely, in a club of just on 200 
adult members, there must be at least one or two other people with typing 
skills who could help out occasionally? If so, I would like to hear from you. 


WHIRRAKEE WATTLE 


When the Whirrakee Wattle reaches its peak flowering atthe end of August, the 
Whipstick is transformed in a most spectacular way. Along with most of our 
other local wattles, the Whirrakee Wattle put on an exceptionally good 
display this year. A drive through the Whipstick in. late August was an 
experience which could almost bé described as visually intoxicating. It 
would be hard to imagine any more dramatic manifestation of spring than the 
sudden lighting up of the normally fairly sombre Whipstick with the golden 
yellow of the Whirrakee and other wattles. 


Next year, we are hosting a Western Victorian Field Naturalists Club meeting 
at the end of August, as part of our 40th Anniversary celebrations. The 

date was chosen to coincide with the flowering of the Whirrakee Wattle, and 
one of the excursions will be a tour through the Whipstick to show our 
visitors what must surely rank as one of the most spectacular displays 

by any species of wattle anywhere in Australia. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 


P.S. REMINDER - 1984-1985 SUBSCRIPTIGNS NOW DUE 


3% 
LUV CHING WITH A WATER-RAT 
by Margaret Watts 


While. eating-lunch’in our van at the south-west end of Lake Weeroona 
on Tuesday, August 14th, a day of bright sunshine but biting cold wind, 
we were amused by the sane of a moorhen. which gave a sudden loud shriek 
and leapt out of the water onto the grass. The bird ran some distance along 
the bank, peering into the water, and I said to my husband, Fred, that 
perhaps an eel ‘had nipped it and he suggested a tortoise, but we were both 
wrong for at that moment out jumped a. handsome water-rat (Hydromys 
chrysogaster). As. it’ ran along’ the grass at the edge of the lake, its 
beautiful coat glistened in the sunlight, and we could see the long 
shining black hairs with undercoat of light golden tan and the white 
end to its tail (about one-third its tail's length, we estimated. ) 
Ian McCann's photograph in the Australian Museum's Complete Book of 
Australian Mammals shows it porter thy: 


The animal dived back into the water and for some minutes appeared 
to feed along the edge of the lake, as.we could\see its head above water 
as it nibbled at something in the grass. Then, after a couple ‘of — 
graceful aquatic somersaults executed, no doubt, in an effort | ‘to catch 
a fish or tadpole, it turned and swam rapidly over to the small island 
at that end of the lake, surfacing every few yards for air, and 
disappeared beneath a clump of pampas: grass growing at the water's edge, 
completely ignored by all the moorhens in the yeaa 


It is the first time we have been able to watch a Bay fon any 
length of time, and we consider ourselves most Soneunate to have had 
such a sighting in broad daylight. 


kk kk wo we o% kok tk: it 
a DIFFERENT ‘KIND OF GECKO NEAR ROBIN VALE 
(Underwoodisaurus milii) — by John Curr. — 


Recently whilst doing some birdwatching at Lake Benanee, I found several 
Barking Geckos under some rotting fence posts. The posts were on the site. 
of an old demolished homestead on a high bank overlooking the lake. These 
Geckos grow up to 15 cr . long, however these were young, being only 7 cn 

in length, They were purplish-brown in color with fat carrot shaped tails, 
tapering to a point. They had whitish spots regularly spaced on the neck and 
tail, however these spots were irregularly spaced on the body. These 
reptiles live on the ground. When one was aroused, it raised its body high 
on its legs, lifted its tail in the air and waved it backwards and forwards. 
It then emitted several low squeaking sounds. It also bit me!, but the. . 
result was harmless. Beside one of them was a white, oval shaped egg. Its 
shell was’hard and it was 7 mm long by 5 mm wide. These Geckos are quite 
interesting ‘in behaviour, and pretty to look at. I found.a fully grown one 
about 14.cm long 12 years ago, on the opposite bank of the lake, umder a 
sheet of tin, but these were the first I have found since. They don't appear 
to be plentiful in the area, and none have been brought to the School for 
identification, nor reported by other locals interested in nature, 

Also under the same log was another ground dwelling Gecko. This one was a 
dark reddish-brown, and its back was covered with spots. It had small bird 
like toes, and was 10 cm long. This was a Bynoes Gecko (Heteronotia binoei). 
Also in the same area was a small burrowing skink but I wasn't able to 
identify it. By now you have probably guessed, I didn't see’ many birds, 

as I was distracted by the lizards. 


REFERENCES: 4H. Cogger. Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia. Revised Ed. ,1983. 
H. Cogger. Australian Reptiles in Colour, 1971. 


Le 
WHITE-FRONTED CHAT - Ephthianura albifrons 
Beer eo) Bird Observers See Bind of the Night Discussion J uly 1984 . 


APPEARANCE: ‘A small bird 110 - 130 mm ihe The male has a white. forehead, 
face, and underbody. The crown is black, and the black colour extends in 

a band down each side of the neck, to form" a breast band. The lower parts 
of the wings are black, becoming prounien towards the ends of the wings.. 
The lower neck, back and: upper part of the wings are grey. The. eye is 
orange; legs aad bill, black; tail black with white tip. The female is 
much duller, with erey=brown - crown and back of neck, buff-white underneath | 
and faint dark chest band, narrower’ than the male band. 


CALL: The usual call is a weak single syllable: "tang", 1G the: sound 
of a toy trumpet; other twittering notes. 


FOOD consists of relatively small insects; e. ge ants, caterpillars, 
grasshoppers, flies, lace-wings, etc., and spiders and some seeds. 


HABITAT : White- fronted Chats prefer low, dense ground cover, such as heaths, 
high pasture, crops, particularly in proximity to swamps, water-courses , 
lakes, and sometimes mallee regrowth. 


BREEDING; Usually::occurs from August to January. The nest is placed within 
60 - 90 cm of the ground in a low bush,clump of reeds or rushes. The nest 
is a small cup, built of fine twigs, plant material, rootlets, and lined 
with grass and hair. Eggs may be 2, 3, or 4, white with spots and blotches 
varying from black, to red and grey. The incubation period is believed 

to be about 12 - 13 days); and fledging time, a similar period. 


HABITS: The birds are very skilled at feigning injury when a merecpt and 
presumably any other predator intrudes near the nest site or young birds, 
in order to divert the intruder or predator away from the nest. 

After the breeding season, birds have been known to gather in flocks, 
occasionally in large numbers: of up to four or five hundred. They usually 
feed on or close to the ground, running in short spurts and often perching 
on the tops of low bushes. ; 


GENERAL: Sometimes nests may be built almost on the ground. They are believed 
to be partly nomadic, and it is claimed that they are less common in the 
Bendigo area than they were many years ago. However they are not uncommcn 

in typical habitat. In the Bendigo area they are found all the year round, 
but not. continuously at the same locations. They seem to prefer the more open 
country with low scrub heaths, saltbush, etc. — 


In one instance, a large flock was seen feeding in a crop of accra near 
Eddington. On another occasion a nest was found in a potato patch. Another 
observation indicated that they occur on edges of forest areas; where they 
adjoin open, uncultivated land, such as grassy roadsides etc., and are 
often seen perched on fence posts or fence wire. Another observer noticed 
that often a small triangular platform occurs on one side of the nest. 


eke koko k Rk RR KR 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP - SEPTEMBER MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting was held, and the following office bearers 
elected for 1984-1985. 


Chairman: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square, 42 4016 
Vice-Chairman: Rob Moors, Sedgwick, 39 6254 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr. ,kKennington, 43 4063 ° 


The group will mount another search for the elusive Hsremettoesys? in the 
Eppalock area on abe weekend of November 3 4, 


ANNUAL REPORT OF BOTANY GROUP 


Since its inaugural meeting in February the Botany Group has’ met each month 
for an evening meeting. Topics included “An Introduction to Botany" by 
Mr.'J. Kellam, "The Identification of Plants", E. Whiting; "Eucalypts of 
Bendigo", D. Franklin; an evening on the family Rutaceae and an illustrated 
talk on wattles, T. Patullo. Each evening has commenced with discussions 
over a specimen table, ulsewess have proved as rewarding to members as the 

set topics. 


The Group is ‘deeply; indebted to Dr.W.N. Holsworthy not only for arranging | 
with the) B.C.A.E. for the meeting place and use of equipment, but also 

for access and participation in developing the Applied Sciences Dept's 
herbarium, In this regard thanks also go to Mr R.Allen for his are O fai: 
pressed specimens from. his collection. 


There are two main aims of the Group. One is to foster It idded and ° 
identification of plants, and the other is to record the distribution 
and occurence of plants, particularly in our own area. 


The Group has conducted two Saturday afternoon excursions, and one on a 
Sunday. An area in the Nerring Whipstick has been chosen as a site: for» 
regular surveying to which visits will be made every three (or so) months’ 
to compile a complete’ list of plants. The other Saturday excursion was to 
the Crosbie Forest, as reported in Whirrakee. The Sunday excursion followed 
Tom’: ‘Patullo! s agian) on Nature! 's Native SEES with Tom showing members 
the areas described. 


Eric Whiting 


BOTAN Y GROUP MEETING Friday, 28th August 


From the number and variety of specimens, nobody could doubt the expanse 

of Tom Patullo's ‘topic for the night of Wattles. With over 1000 species 
worldwide, and over 800 of these being found in Australia, the task of 
ideneievine individual species can be daunting. However Tom explained 
several features of the genus that are used in identification. These 
features were illustrated by reference to the numerous specimens that he © 
had brought along. Wattles are generally used in gardens to bring colour: 
during winter and early spring, however, Tom has a list of wattles - 
producing colour at any time of the year, which he will provide to members | 
on request. 


BOT AN Y GROUP DIAMOND HILL EXCURSION , Sunday 26th August 


Polienne Tom Patullo's s article, Nature's Native Garden" (July edition) 
and the overwhelming request by club members for an excursion to the area 
cited, such. an excursion was set for Sunday, 26th August. 

Unfortunately the day broke to frequent and sometimes intense rain equate 
which undoubtedly put a lot of members off coming. Nevertheless, nine of us 
set off: in the morning on a route arranged so that those joining us after 
lunch would not miss the highlight of the day - the Diamond Hill area, 
Nobody was disappointed, as the Boronia was in full flower, and even in 
the damp , overcast conditions, filled the air with its scent. Of "the 
woolly one and the ‘bearded one", the woolly wattle was still ‘in flower 
although obviously past its best, and’ only the basal leaves were showing 
of the bearded greenhood. Over the day we compiled a list of over 90 
species identified. 


Eric Whiting 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, AUGUST 1984 MEETING 


Highlight - Fork-tailed Kite at Baringhup 


The Meeting ~~ 
Mr. Norman Favaloro addreased the meeting with a talk on "Checklist problems 
for the layman”. His historical approach to this difficult subject was 


enriched by his evaluation of the various checklists. that have appeared 
over the years. The "Dichotomous key to the birds of Australia" by a 
A.G. Campbell, was printed in"the Emu" in 1905 and has been one of the mos 
useful guides to the classification and identification of our Australian 
avifauna.. The major work was the 1926 edition of “The Official checklist 
of the birds of Australia” which served us until 1975 when the "Checklist 
of the Birds of Australia, part l, non-passerines"’ . By H.T. Condon, and, 
the "Interm list of Australian Bonebirdsy passerines", by R. Schodde, 

were published. This was followed by the “List of recommended English names” 
published as a supplement to "The Emu" in May, 1978. Mr. Favaloro's well 
balanced talk was a great help to those of us who have been having 
problems trying to decide what names should be used for our Australian 
birds. & vote of thanks was given by Mr. Havey Rich. 


Observations 


A Magpie-lark, was observed carrying mud to build its nest high up ina 

grey box. Two birds, obviously a pair, were thus observed on Ist August at 
Maryborough. “On 20th July, a flock of 62 Mountain Ducks was seen in a paddock 
near Dean, on the way to Ballarat. Large flocks of 20 or more can often 

be seen feeding on fresh wet pasture in the Bendigo district. 


Pied Currawongs , from one to five in number, were seen at Mandurang South 
on the 17th, 19th and 31st of July as well as the 3rd August. This 
species usually turns up in Mandurang South about every second year. 


A solitary Fork-tailed Kite was observed on llth July at Baringhup. 
The-.bird was seen when it was flushed off the road where it had been 

feeding on a road-killed Barn Owl. The observer is very familiar with this 

species and had no doubt about its identity as it circled around the 

observer at treetop height. 


There were a number of Honeyeater sightings this month. Brown-headed 
Honeyeaters were found nesting at Strathfieldsaye on the 8th July and the 
three well advanced young appeared to be attended by several adults. 


Three Blue-faced Honeyeaters were observed for some time in Huntly, in a 
habitat of open farmland and native gardens. 


One Tawny~crowned Honeyeater was seen at White Hills in the vicinity of 
the Tip. The area was very disturbed, being stripped for mining and more 
recently bulldozed. Rubbish, tracks etc. are everywhere. The regenerated 
vegetation resembled sparse heathland somewhat similar to the Banksia/ 
Tea-tree heathland of the Big Desert, where Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters 

are sometimes the dominant species. This species can often be observed | 
in mallee areas of the. Bus eHcls which are Menene ra ang after Eucalyptus 
harvesting. 


At Maiden Gully one Hidtodd Rove (possibly a male) was observed feeding 

in a home orchard for approximately one week. Very rare in this district, 
it is always tempting to ya sightings such as these. down as aviary 
escapees, although one can 't prove the point one way or the other. 

On a cold wet day in the first week of July, a pair of Banded Plovers was 
observed in a rough. cultivated paddock between Marong and Newbridge. 

This species may well be declining in numbers in this district, like the 
Bush Stone-curlew. Older members of the club, and many district farmers, 
can remember when this species was very numerous. This does not appear to 
be the case today. 


SECOND CENSUS OF THE PLANTS OF MI. KORONG - AN ADDENDUM 


How many members noticed that Bob Allen's second census listing for 

Mt. Korong fell well short of the stated 50° species? 

One page was inadvertently omitted, and sixteen species were therefore. 
missing from the list. The sixteen species concerned aré listed below, using 
the same symbols, i.e., * = introduced, and # = occurring nearby, 

but not actually seen in the Mt. Korong Scenic Reserve. 


HYPE RTCACEAE 

Hypericum gramineum + ain Small St. Johns Wort 
MYRT ACEAE 

Melaleuca decussata Totem Poles # 
HALORAGACEAE . 

Haloragis elata Tall Raspwort 
Haloragis heterophylla Raspwort 
Myriophyllum integrifolium ae Water Milfoil’ 
PRIMULACEAE } 

* Anagallis arvensis Var. caerulea Blue Pimpernel 
LOGAN TACEAE 

Mi-trasacme distylis , Tiny Mitrewort 

GEN TITAN ACEAE i 

* Cicendia filiformis Slender Cicendia 

* Centaurium pulchellum Centaury — 
SCROPHULARIACEAE 7 ; 

Gratiola pedunculata - Stalked Brooklime 
LENT TBULARIACEAE ; 
Utricularia dichotoma _ _ -Fairie's herons 
LABTAT AE . 7 ) , 
Prostanthera aspalathoides | : : Scarlet Mint-bush # 
GOODEN TACEAE | | 
Goodenia amplexans © ae ne 7 Clasping Goodeniia # 
Velleia paradoxa san oH _ Spur Vellica 

BRU GV TACEAE 

Brunonia australis Blue Pincushion 
STYLIDIACEAE . 

Stylidiu despectum ral Small Trigger-plant 


kkk kkk kk ay 
BON SAI EXHIBIT IOV , OCTOBER 13-14. 


The Bendigo Bonsai Club will hold its 7th Annual Exhibition at the R.S.L. 
Memorial Hall, Pall Mall on October 13-14. 

Display of about 200 miniature trees, including Australian natives. 
Demonstrations, and sale of bonsai’ plants, books, pots, tools etc. 
Saturday 13° 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.3 Sunday 14 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. 
Admission $1.00. Family $2.00 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, SEPTEMBER 1984 MEETING _ 
Highlights. -. Grey Falcon at the Terricks 
- Little Wattlebird at Huntly ss <*> 
-...Striped.Honeyeater at Huntly~.. 
The Meeting | 


The Annual General Meeting was held on the 7th September and the following 
members were elected to the. following positions: 


President: John Berry 

Vice President: John Allen 
Secretary: Salli Dearricott 
Assistant Secretary: Harvey Rich 
Librarian: Will Burgess 


Bird notes and observations subcommittee: Noel Ruedin, Paul. Scott, 
Ray Wallace and John Berry. 


Bird of the Night subcommittee: Jack Kellam, Bill Flentje, Hugh Milne 
and Will Burgess. Eas" % : 


The A.G.M. was followed by the General Meeting. A film "The flight of 
the Snows", which was about the ecology and life cycle of the Snow Goose,. - 
was shown. The bird of the night was the Willie Wagtail. 


Observations 


Over the last month or so there appears to have been a large influx of 
Black-tailed Native Hens. On 23rd August a flock of 68 birds was 

observed feeding on the recently laser levelled section of the Sewerage - 
Farm adjacent to May Swamp. In addition, a smaller flock of four birds 
was seen to the south of Lagoon No. 6. A flock of ten Black-tailed Native 
Hens was observed at the Sewerage Farm in July, but it is obvious that 
the flock of 68 is a recent arrival in the area. Where have these birds 
come from? Perhaps the recent months of above average rainfall have 
caused the birds to migrate inland, from wetter coastal areas, in search 
of optimum conditions for feeding and breeding. An additional sighting 
of two Black-tailed Native Hens at Kingower reinforces the idea that 
these birds are migrating in response to weather patterns. These two 
Native Hens were seen on the roadside on the edge of the bitumen adjacent 
to an area where Eucalyptus ‘had been cut for the extraction fo Eucalyptus 
oil. This seems to be a most unusual type of habitat in which to find 
Black-tailed Native Hens. 


Other birds seen at May Swamp over the last month include five Sharp- 
tailed Sandpipers and a Red-necked Stint (26.8.84). However, the indigenous 
Red-kneed Dotterel was not very friendly towards one of our overseas 
visitors, and expended a considerable amount of time and energy chasing 
and trying to drive off the solitary Red-necked Stint. Perhaps it was 
aggressive because there is an overlap in the feeding requirements of 
these two birds. The Stint was in eclipse plumage, with its reddish 

brown neck standing out in sharp contrast to the pure. white of its lower 
breast and belly. : 


Cattle Egrets have once again arrived in Bendigo. Seven rather sleepy 
looking birds were seen resting on the northern island on Lake Weeroona | 
on 22nd August, and on 23rd August a solitary bird was seen at May Swamp. . 


9. 
BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATICNS, SEPTEMBER 1984 MEETING continued 


The Grey Falcon, which is very rare in the Bendigo district, was seen on 
6th August in the VernicKs Forest. A solitary bird was seen flying over the 
granite outcrops near the picnic ground. A Grey Falcon was seen in the 

same location in Novemer, 1983, so it is possible that it may, have been 
the same bird. 


The Little Wattlebina has been Pecorded in the Bendigo district for the 
second time recently. One bird has been seen for a period covering a 
fortnight, in,late August and early September, at Huntly where it fed on 
various Grevilleas in a large native garden. This species, unknown in 
Bendigo a couple of years ago, was first observed in the Long Suny area 
where. again a single bird was seen. 


Another rare honeyeater species for pendieo turned up in the same native 
garden at Huntly..This was the Striped Honeyeater, a bird of the northern 
Mallee. Aptly named, with its head, nape and mantle heavily streaked with 
black, this species prefers the trees and taller shrubs within its habitat. 
At Huntly, the single bird, possibly a male, was observed in a Cider’ Gum. 


A New Holland Honeyeater was observed at the Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory; at Epsom in the large native garden. Not particularly common 
around Bendigo, this species is seemingly observed in native gardens as 
often as bushland. Grevilleas, Callistemons and Banksias are attractive 

to it. A colourful, noisy ragamuffin, this species adds life to any garden. 


An older member recalled seeing a Willie Wagtail riding on a cat's back 
many years ago at Mount William - famous as an Aboriginal stone quarry. 
Pugnacious in defense of their nest and young, this species will often 
attack domestic dogs and cats, humans and birds of prey, nearly all of 
which are potentially dangerous antagonists. 


BENDIGO NATIVE FLOWER SHOW 
Tpke het ope aaa eee ee hh, ee maser oe a 


To be held on: the weekend of October 20th & 21st, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, and again on Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The venue is the 
Strathdale Hall in Crook Street, near. the Drive-In Theatre. 


There will be garden cultivated native Flowers’ and indigenous plants: on 
show. Garden and nature books for sale, and also young native plants. 
Members will be present at all times to answer questions and give advice 
on growing natives under local conditions. 


Adjacent to the hall is a delightful aréa, well grassed and endowed with 
tall yellow gums, developed as a well equipped playground with full 
barbeque equipment, where visitors could enjoy an outdoor lunch, then 
view the Flower Show. Afternoon tea is being organised by the Strathdale 
Senior Citizens, whose premises are adjacent to the hall. 


Just drive 3.5 kms from the Post Office along the McIvor Highway to the 
newly developed Strathdale recreational area at the corner of Crock Street. 


10. 


KERAVG CAMPOUT 
This campout is the annual weekend for the Bird OBservers Group. 
DATE Saturday and Sunday 27- 28 October. 


LOCATION From Kerang, 130° kilometres from Bendigo, head north-west on 
the Murray Valley Highway to Swan Hill for about 7 kilometres, | 

On the left is the sign-posted turnoff to Lake Bael Bael. 

Head out due west on the dirt road for about 11 kilometres wtil you: are 
right at the lake. Turn right at the T. - intersection, and follow the edge 
of the lake: around, ignoring ‘a road which turns off to the right 
(north-east). The campsite will be marked, and will be.on the narrow pidéd 
of land between Lake Bael Bael and The Marsh, probably beside the former, 
"BLFN. Cc. se ' markers will be put up if possible. 


LEADER - John Lindner.: Mr, T.om Lowe of Mystic Park, ya is an expert on ea 
water birds. of the area, will probably, join us for a aay i a 


BIRD WATCHING LOCATIONS a 
The emphasis will of course be on waterbirds, with which the area abounds. 
We should have time to look at Lake Bael pani The Marshes, Lake Cullen 
and La eae COSHOD:s Only the last is some distance from the oan be 


NOP IFICAT TOW. 


It. would be. appreciated if you aad let John Lindner aay if you wi BS 
attending, either by eee or at a meeting. 


kek kk kek ee 


- COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 26/9/84 


1. It was decided to order 50 copies of the 1985 Tasmanian Wilderness 
Calender. Price will be $6.50. : 


2. A display board and pamphlets promoting Salomons Gully Flora Reserve 
will be placed at the Nature Plant Show on October 20-21, 
"Eucalypts of Bendigo" will be on sale at the show also. 


3. The Committee has begun the process of applying for Incorporation. 
Our Secretary, Mr Rod Fyffe, will be the Public Officer for the 
purpose of Incorporation. 


4, The 40th Anniversary Committee have had extensive cieenseton and 
started planning in three categories - 
(a) Hosting the W.V.F.N.C. August 1985 meeting. 
(b) Fixtures open to the public. : 
(c) Activities for Club Members. 


An anniversary dinner has been puese Lcd for the May 1985 meeting. 
Comments on this would be appreciated. 


Mid-week excursions - a volunteer is needed to organise these to 
take advantage of the "field-natting" PPPOUE LEE sy over the next 
few weeks. 


ou 
. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box $96 geen 3550 


Office bearers for 198h- 1985 


PRESIDENT she Laurie eeson - 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick ' 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY. « = - Rod Fyffe . 546 Hargreaves St.Bendigo 43 7673 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Lyn Hamilton Marong Rd. Maiden Gully 49 6224 
T REASURER i Helene ‘Boon © Kamarooka ° 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo _. Kamarooka 36 9226 
EXCURSICN ORGAN ISER John Lindner ° Burns St., Axedale 33 7308 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
EDIT OR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St..,Cal. Gully 46 8736 
ASSIST ANT EDITOR Victoria Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
eke ek kk oe ke ROK eK, 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is. open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and Children $6.00. — 
Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. : 


General. Meetings are held on the second weaned tay, of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom... 
Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Spin 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified!’ 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the" 
weekend following the.General Meeting. Campouts.are held several times in 
a year, usually coinciding with long weckenc: or holiday DERI 


The B.F.N.C. has four sub- ~groups! - 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first | Priday of the month =e the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. on 
President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk .46 9921 

Secretary: Salli Dearricott Burns St., Spring Gully 41 1113 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth Friday of the month at 7. 30 Dem. at. 
the Biology Lab., Appiied Science 1 Building, B.C.A.E.,; (unless otherwise 
announced). 

Convenor: Eric Whiting, 7 Aviary Crt., Kennington. 43 5965, 


The CON SERVAT ION GROUP. meets on the third Tuesday of each month , at 8. 00 p.m. 
in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Convenor: Chris Bunn, Averys Rd., Eaglehawk. 46 8141. 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thurs day of the month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly aera, 
President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


- DIARY - 


MEET IN GS 

Oct. 10 BOTANY WORKSHOP, organised by the Botany Group. 

Nov. 14 Lecturettes on insects by members -. details not yet available. 
Visit by Bob Finlay of Possum Books, with his extensive 
display of natural history books at discount prices - in 
time for Christmas this time, rather than after. 

Dec. 12 CHRISTMAS SOCIAL (Details next month.) 

EXCURSION S 


Sun.Oct.14 KIMBOLTON EDUCATION AREA 
Leaders: J ack Kellam and Jack Ipsen. 
Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 a.m. 


W/E Oct.13-14 W.V.F.N.C.A. Campout, Aginda Scout Camp, Halls Gap. 
_ Details available from Rod Fyffe (43 7673) or 
Laurie Leeson (43 0521). 


W/E Oct.27-28 Bird Observers Group Campout at KERANG - Details on p.10. 


Sun.Nov.4  SUGARLOAF RANGE 
Half Day § Leader: John Lindner. 
Meeting place - outside Axedale Primary School at 2.00 p.m. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP - 


Fri Nov.2 7,30 p.m., Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Bird of the Night: Clamorous Reed-warbler. 


BOT AN Y GROUP 


Meeting, October 26, 7.30 p.m., B.C.A.E. tAppuied Science Building. 
Topic: Orchids. 

Excursion, October 28, full day, Strath. Forest. 

Meet at 10.00 a.m. at Special Services Complex, Havlin Street. 


CCN SERVAT ION GROUP 
Tues.Oct.16, 8. 00° ‘De m. at Rod Fyffes hone, Bae Hargreaves St. ,Bendigo. 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 

Thurs.0ct.18, 8.00 p.m. at Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St, ,Golden Square. 
COMMITTEE MEET ING : 
Wed.Oct. 24, 8. 00 p.m. at Alan Spence's ened 97 Pe eae St. SBE 


